
By Anne Ritchie
At times, an actor may

answer Hamlet’s query “To
be or not to be” with a most
decisive “not!”

That would explain the
resounding laughs of Paul
Rudnik’s I Hate Hamlet,
Blackhorse Village Players
current production.

Yet, even when a Holly-
wood ham who gained fame
by kissing chipmunks (com-
pliments of Lynn Kehrli),
yes, even he can come to

understand the glory of
Hamlet, and step in to
answer the call.

That call begrudgingly
belongs to the trendy chip-
munk kisser Andrew Rally
(Lui Pisano), fresh from the
Hollywood medical role, a
man flashing a beguiling
“yes I’m a star” smile. To get
in character, he immerses
himself in Hamlet by taking
residence in Shakespearean
actor John Barrymore’s
home.

Felicia, (Kate
Horzempa), an effortlessly
chatty real estate agent with
strange psychic ability, then
sets the stage for more
drama and theatrics. A wide
range of special effects
leaves the audience on edge
and introduces the long since
departed key resident.

Pisano plunges into his
role with passion, stirring up
laughter at every turn. As he
trips into the lights of
Shakespearean theatre, he
sheds his Hollywood fame,
grappling with the question
of whether he is to be – or
not to be – a Shakespearean
success.

Glimmers of frustration,
indifference, yearning and
doubt flash through Pisano’s

excellent comic perform-
ance. Here’s a character that
leaves us guessing right up
to the final scenes!

Much as Barrymore
would have liked it, it’s not
love of Hamlet that presses
Andrew on. ‘Tis the pressing
urges of manhood, spiced by
his own Ophelia, Deirdre
(Melissa Marks). Marks
plays a decidedly virginal
wannabe starlet. She lights
up the stage with a bubbly
main character that seems
always on the verge of burst-
ing: bursting into excite-
ment, bursting into experi-
ence, or bursting into love.
Indeed, were she to burst
into song, it would probably
be One day my Prince will
come, that being Hamlet. Is

this to be or not? Find out in
the final surprising scenes of
I Hate Hamlet.

Even as Andy hates
Hamlet, there’s a ghost of a
chance he’ll succeed. The
ghost is none other than
Barrymore, played by John
Rowe. Rowe glides into
character as if he lives on
stage, Indeed, due to the
facts Dierdre brings to light,
Rowe is faced with playing a
legend of stage and screen, a
man who loved and lost (and
loved again, and again, and
again), and a tipsy boozer
embracing life, all encased
in the glory of a man who
magnificently portrayed
Hamlet. Rowe polishes
every facet admirably.

Barrymore’s admirer

includes Andy’s agent,
Lillian (Denise
Zahorodney). In a scene that
leaves the audience laugh-
ing, she exuberantly assaults
Andy with her passionate
belief in his ability to be
Hamlet, just as Barrymore
could be. Zahorodny sharp-
ened her talent on past sea-
sons with Blackhorse and
offers a dynamic perform-
ance. Lillan has seen much,
lived well, and loved often,
and each time she expresses
this on stage, the audience
smiles a little more, as does
the ghost of Barrymore.

The only character not
hell bent on Andy playing
Hamlet is Gary (Don
Colucci), Andy’s writer/-
director/producer (never has

so little done so much). The
sunglassed spin-doctor
raised, pummeled and
cheered Andy to Hollywood
heights by sheer energy,
drive and gung-ho attitude.
In a high-powered perform-
ance, Colucci woos with
million dollar dreams, fame
and fortune just waiting to
be . . . or not?

Director Brad Poirier,
assisted by Jade Poirier and
producer Vicki Drier, with
Kierston Drier, have added
yet another jewel to
Blackhorse Village Players
crown. No doubt Barrymore
himself would find it enjoy-
able. This is to be an enjoy-
able evening; so as not to be
disappointed, call (905) 880-
5002 for ticket information.

DREAM DEALER BIG SUCCESS
Staff and students at Herb Campbell Public School recently combined their efforts for their musical production The

dream Dealer. More than 500 came out to see the
show, which dealt with making the right choices in life
to become an happy person, and not taking the easy
ways to get there.
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Hollywood meets Hamlet at Blackhorse Village Players

IKE “80”
Still Clowning Around

The family of Edgar Cook
would like to invite you 

to an Open House
on Sunday June 15, 2008 

to celebrate Edgar’s
80th Birthday at the 

Orange Hall, Birch Ave, Palgrave
from 1:30-4:00PM

Your presence would be 
the best gift to Edgar.

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL
SKULL (PG) (VIOLENCE)  FRI,TUE 3:45, 6:50, 9:40; SAT-SUN
12:45, 3:45, 6:50, 9:40; MON,WED-THURS 6:50, 9:40
SEX AND THE CITY (18A) (NUDITY,SEXUAL
CONTENT,COARSE LANGUAGE)  FRI,TUE 3:30, 6:45, 10:00;
SAT-SUN 12:15, 3:30, 6:45, 10:00; MON,WED-THURS 6:45, 10:00
THE STRANGERS (14A) (FRIGHTENING
SCENES,VIOLENCE,COARSE LANGUAGE)  FRI,TUE 4:30, 7:30,
10:10; SAT-SUN 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; MON,WED-THURS 7:30,
10:10
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) (NOT REC. FOR YOUNG CHILDREN)
NO PASSES,  FRI,TUE 3:00, 6:30, 9:00; SAT-SUN 12:30, 3:00,
6:30, 9:00; MON,WED-THURS 6:30, 9:00
YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN (14A) (SEXUAL
CONTENT,LANGUAGE MAY OFFEND)  NO PASSES,  FRI,TUE
4:20, 7:15, 9:50; SAT-SUN 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 9:50; MON,WED-
THURS 7:15, 9:50
THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG) (NOT REC. FOR YOUNG
CHILDREN,VIOLENCE,FRIGHTENING SCENES)  NO PASSES
FRI,TUE 4:00, 7:00, 9:45; SAT-SUN 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45;
MON,WED-THURS 7:00, 9:45
THE HAPPENING (14A) (DISTURBING CONTENT,VIOLENCE)
NO PASSES, FRI,TUE 4:10, 7:10, 9:30; SAT-SUN 1:10, 4:10, 7:10,
9:30; MON,WED-THURS 7:10, 9:30

194 McEwan Dr. East Bolton   
905-857-2646

Showtimes for Friday June 13, 2008 
to Thursday June 19, 2008

CALEDON KID'S FUN FAIR
& The Salvation Army

Saturday, June 14th and Sunday, June 15th. 
Grounds Open at 10:00 am

The Caledon Fairgrounds, Highway 10 - South of Highway 24.

The Salvation Army non-perishable food drive.
Earn FREE ADMISSION donate 3 canned food items.

FREE PARKING. 
Admission Prices:  Children under 12 - $5  Adults- $7.50 

Carloads 10 am to 5 pm.- $10 After 5 pm - $15 

Contact information: Sheila McKinnon Gallagher Tel: 519-861-7266  E-mail: sheila@KidsFunFair.ca. 

ANTIQUE CAR SHOW
Fathers Day, Sunday, June 15th

Rides for children of all ages. 
Craft area; petting zoo; pony rides;

face painting and FUN for All. 

Visit the website for 
FREE kids 

admissions coupons: 
www.kidsfunfair.ca

watch mail for more free coupons. 

Thrill Show Productions. 
Canada’s #1 DEMOLITION DERBY

Saturday, June 14th at 7pm.
www.thrillshowproductions.on.ca 

Conklin Fathers Day, 
Sunday, June 15th

Fathers accompanied 
by a child will ride FREE.


