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Transportation Minister Donna Cansfield
deserves to be commended for two steps
she has taken in recent weeks.

The first we have in mind was her
announcement that relief is in sight for this
area’s embattled commuters who daily face
two major bottlenecks on Highways 10 and
410, which form the natural route to jobs in
Brampton, Mississauga and northwest
Toronto.

Those bottlenecks are, of course, the sig-
nalized intersection in Caledon Village with
Peel Region (formerly Highway) 24 and the
gap in Brampton between 10 and 410,
which currently features enormous grid-
locks on Heart Lake Road.

The transportation ministry had already
issued a tender call for widening Highway
10 to four lanes between the north end of
Caledon Village and the southern edge of
four-laning below the junction with
Dufferin Road 109. Work on that project is
now expected to be under way before the
Oct. 10 provincial election, with completion
scheduled for mid-2008. 

But thanks, no doubt, to the minister’s
intervention (and perhaps as well to some
prodding from Betsy Hall, the Liberal can-
didate in Dufferin-Caledon riding), we now
have funding for the crucial widening
through Caledon Village itself, as well as
for Highway 410 between Heart Lake Road
and Highway 10.

Once those two projects are completed -
perhaps as early as 2009 - we shall finally
have a multi-lane provincial-highway route
through Brampton, Caledon and south
Dufferin.

The minister’s funding announcements
brought praise from an unusual source in
John Tory. Speaking no doubt more as the
current MPP for the old riding of Dufferin-
Peel-Wellington-Grey than as Progressive
Conservative leader, Tory said he was glad
the need to widen Highway 10 was finally
on the Liberal government’s radar screen,
because it had been on the top of his list for
a long time. “I will be especially happy
when I see the equipment moving in and
the construction actively under way.”

Tory disclosed that he and Cansfield had
had numerous discussions about the safety
of Highway 10 and the need to improve it.

Cansfield dealt with a different but
equally important issue - the need to come

up with a new, state-of-the-art driver’s
licence that will be accepted at the U.S.
border as an alternative to a passport.

British Columbia and Washington State
are already moving to issue high-tech dri-
ver’s licences designed to let their drivers
cross the border without a passport, a move
that could cut short fears that more restric-
tive rules at the border will crimp tourism.

The B.C. half of that initiative hasn’t
received formal approval from the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security, but pre-
miers and governors see the B.C.-
Washington project as a way to prevent a
damaging slowdown in tourism after mid-
2009, when travellers by land and water
will otherwise be required to present pass-
ports.

The licences will have computer chips
with radio transmitters that will broadcast
an identification number linked to a com-
puter database, allowing border officials to
flag anyone who should not be allowed
across the border. The Washington licences
also have bar codes, and before one is
issued, advanced biometrics will be used to
check an applicant’s face against those of
existing licence holders to guard against
duplication and fraud.

Cansfield met with New York officials in
Albany, where the main topic was enhanced
driver’s licences. She said that Ontario is
keenly interested in the B.C. approach, and
would like to establish similar agreements
with both New York and Michigan. 

As we see it, the only thing better than
the enhanced driver’s licence would be a
similarly upgraded Social Insurance
Number (SIN) card that would include the
holder’s photograph (likely as a digital
image) and a bar code that would give bor-
der officials all the information they needed
to determine whether the individual does
not pose a security threat.

What we really need is a federal-provin-
cial agreement on the design and implemen-
tation of a single card the size of a credit
card that would serve many functions with-
out intruding on sensitive personal informa-
tion. 

Far-fetched? Perhaps. But surely such
cards would be far more user friendly than
bulky passports as well as being a better
tool to fight terrorism.

Two ministerial steps
taken in right direction

No sooner have we recovered from the
council’s draconian, incomprehensible,
unenforceable pesticide bylaw (20% of dan-
delions etc.), than we have to undergo anoth-
er chastisement, this time from one of the
self-anointed guardians of the planet, the
licensed applicators (who of course can do
no wrong (and not much good, in my experi-
ence).

My, what a bunch of village idiots we are
around here. Left to our own devices, we (all
of us, not just some) will use chemicals at our

discretion (read irresponsibly) and tip the
remainder into the sewer. Unfortunately I do
not have this opportunity, not being on a
sewer, so I have to pour it into my well. As
for disposing of the used containers, I find
they provide excellent storage for my home
made beer.

Does Perras really think we peasants do
not know about three-inch grass and the rest
of the stuff mentioned in his rant? And what
makes him think that we give a plugged nick-
el for what IPM stands for? Early afternoon,
perhaps?

Regarding watering, out here in the boon-
docks we have a saying: “You can tell who’s
on a well - they have brown lawns.”

And can he be aware that the fringe envi-
ronmentalist clique who run this town regard
“manicured lawns” as a shortcut to destroy-
ing the planet ?

Finally, it is sad once again to see a lesser
mind criticizing a person with a PhD for lack
of knowledge, compared with, say, a licensed
applicator. Whatever one may think about
people with a PhD, their doctorate represents
the results of years of hard work, research
and the acquisition of knowledge. If Perras
wishes to pursue this line of attack, he is
skating on thin ice. I would refer him to
Pope, who pre-empted him by a century or
two, and who clearly had people like him in
mind:

“A little learning is a dang’rous thing.
Drink deep! Or quaff not the Pierian

spring.”
John C. Tysoe

Our Readers Write

Applicator taken to task

Send us your letters
We welcome letters to the editor.

Drop them off, mail, fax or e-mail to
editor@caledoncitizen.com.

Articles were great
I never write to any papers, however,

upon reading the two articles in the Aug. 15
issue I could not help myself.

Claire Hoy’s article regarding Hart House
was right on the money. I agree with him
completely.

It’s about time shooting sports got a little
as we say good press. Too many times we see
negative press on a great sport just because
we see an unregistered firearm used in the
commission of a crime.

The second article I found really great is
the one on the OLC. I have been saying to
my wife for a long time now where is all the
lottery money going? They are bringing in
Billions and nobody ever finds out where it is
going. We are taxed to death and this money,
that would solve most of our problems, just
seems to disappear or the provincial govern-
ment decides to give associations such as the
cricket association four times the money they
need so they invest the balance until some-
one finds a way to steal it. Meanwhile the
Ontario taxpayer keeps right on paying.
Great article. I hope we get some answers.

John Fera
Caledon


