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Transportation policies too politicized

It was a long time coming, but the news
out of Queen’s Park that a call for tenders
has been issued for widening Highway 10
between Caledon Village and Orangeville is
surely to be welcomed.

Although there was mention of the
planned construction in the McGuinty gov-
ernment’s spring budget, the lack of any vis-
ible activity along the right-of-way led us to
worry that another excuse had emerged to
put off the long-needed project.

But if the information conveyed to
Elizabeth Hall (the Orangeville lawyer
who’s running for the Liberals in the Oct.
10 provincial election) is accurate, construc-
tion work should start in September on the
7.5-kilometre stretch between the northern
outskirts of Caledon Village and the recently
widened roadway on Orangeville’s southern
outskirts.

Sorely needed as this project is, it still
falls short of providing a solution to the
highway’s worst bottleneck, at the junction
with Peel Road 24 in the village. As any
regular commuter will tell you, northbound
traffic on Friday afternoons is sometimes
backed up to the edge of the Niagara
Escarpment, and on a holiday weekend it
can take up to 20 minutes to get through the
village.

Despite the fact that the widening has
seemingly been planned for at least 20
years, the work through the village is going
to be done as a second phase, apparently
because the Ministry of Transportation still
hasn’t finished the design work and related
property acquisitions.

Indeed, one might suspect that the entire
project would have been postponed for
another year or so, were it not for the fact
that this is an election year.

As we see it, politics has always played
too much of a role in the transportation poli-
cy area, and not just in Ontario.

We’re not sure that there is anything that
could properly be described as a national
transportation policy. Successive federal
governments have had no coherent national
highway policy since the decision 70 years
ago to team up with the then nine provinces
in building the Trans-Canada Highway. And
in Ontario, even the TCH remains a substan-
dard two-lane roadway for most of its
length.

It will be interesting, indeed, to see
whether any of the three parties that current-
ly have seats in the Ontario Legislature will
make credible commitments in the trans-
portation policy area during the election
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campaign.

As we see it, there ought to be a commit-
ment to long-range planning as one means
of de-politicizing the projects.

As one small example, there should be a
20-year plan for Ontario’s 400-series high-
ways that at least shows roughly where
roads like Highway 410 will eventually go.
(Although one might think its ultimate role

should be to give speedy access to the Bruce

Peninsula recreational area, the only com-
mitment thus far is to complete it to a junc-
tion with Highway 10 at the Brampton-
Caledon border.)

Another policy area that ought to be
addressed is that of cost-sharing among the
various levels of government.

Ideally, Canada should have something
similar to the Interstate system in the United
States - national freeways, the cost of which
would be shared by the federal and provin-
cial governments.

In our view, the same approach should be
followed for other roadways in Ontario,
with the provincial government continuing
to pay the costs involved in building and
maintaining provincial highways and shar-
ing the cost of county, regional and munici-
pal rural roadways, based on periodic stud-
ies of the traffic actually using them.

Speed limits constitute another area that
in Ontario is prone to far too much political
influence.

As matters stand, successive govern-
ments of all political stripes have failed to
take the issue of speed laws out of the polit-
ical arena by establishing consistent rules
and an independent commission to apply
them.

In our view, the safest speed on any
given road is that at which the majority of
drivers will go, cognizant as they are of the
standard to which the roadway has been
built.

While Ontario's freeways have been
designed to be safe (weather permitting) at
120 km/h, and while that’s the speed of
most of the vehicles, the perceived need for
ticket revenue has kept the limit to 100
km/h. In other provinces the posted limit on
ordinary two-lane highways is either 90 or
100 km/h, but in southern Ontario it’s usual-
ly 80 km/h and in spots like rural Caledon it
can be as low as 40 km/h thanks to politi-
cians who curry favour with residents who
object to the fact a formerly gravel road has
a smooth asphalt surface that attracts com-
muters.
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C Our Readers Write

Volunteer is remembered

It is with great sadness that we learned of
the passing of our dear friend and long-time

Firefighters are thanked

I have always had lots of respect for fire-
fighters in general, and May 28 at 7 p.m. we
had a tractor catch fire which set another
tractor on fire and may have caught onto
many more vehicles and buildings had it not
been for the immediate response of the vol-
unteer Caledon fire department.

Good work, guys. Thanks very much.

Brian Perras
Caledon

Comments on energy

Just a couple of points about energy aris-
ing from your May 23 issue. First, the guest
editorial asserts that wind energy is “the most
attractive solution to the world’s energy chal-
lenges.” I would like to bring to your atten-
tion a National Post report on conditions in
Alberta, where the power utility, having
invested heavily in windmills to the extent of
4% of its total requirements, has suddenly
discovered that the wind does not blow all
the time, and when it dies down the grid
becomes unstable, with a loss of reliable
power.

They are therefore having to build a huge
power station close to the wind farms as a
backup. Further comment seems unneces-
sary.

My second point concerns Minister
Duncan’s letter, which I would categorize as
a lot of nonsense. The government has done
nothing except to close down the Lakeview
power station without providing an alterna-
tive, and pussyfoot around with the clapped-
out remains of our first attempts at nuclear
energy. Now we find that he has imposed a
limit on nuclear capacity. WHAT nuclear
capacity?

Please turn to page 7 >

volunteer of Caledon Community Services,
Kathie Roode. Kathie offered CCS her time
and energy at our Chez Thrift store for more
than 10 years and left a lasting impression on
her community.

Kathie will be fondly remembered by
everyone at Chez Thrift for her kindness, her
loving nature, those wonderful Chez Thrift
toy bags, the terrific Saturday snacks, her
laughter, and for her very generous spirit.

Kathie spent a great deal of her life as a
teacher and to honour her dedication to chil-
dren, the staff and volunteers of Chez Thrift
will be taking up a collection for the Kidz To
Kamp campaign in her name.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to her
family and friends at this difficult time. May
the knowledge of Kathie’s lasting impact on
this community bring you some comfort. She
will be greatly missed by all of us.

Staff & Volunteers
of Chez Thrift & CCS

Thanks to supporters

I just wanted to say thank you to all those
who helped out with the Taking Back
Suburbia Concert in Bolton May 26. A spe-
cial thanks to the Citizens for a Clean
Caledon, the OPIRG York, Purple Haze,
Garden Foods, Shoeless Joe’s, Home
Hardware, Music 21, Dollarama, Parapaints
and Debbe Crandall for their generous dona-
tions. A special thanks to Chantel
‘Flowerchild” Ariss, Paul ‘Rock-On’
Colosimo, Parry ‘The Derrty Dawgg’
Prazato, Chris ‘MudMan’ Lind, Matt
Carnell, Michelle Frundet and Courtney
Gemmell for all their help, time and support.

“Music expresses that which cannot be
said and on which it is impossible to be
silent.” (Victor Hugo)

Vanessa Butterworth



