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Bolton woman seeks local Green nomination

By ALANLICZYK
Staff Reporter

A strong belief in the
Green party’s key values has
prompted a Bolton woman
to seek the party’s Dufferin-
Caledon nomination for this
fall’s provincial election.

Patti Foley, 52, has
resided in Bolton for 16
years and currently works
for CharityVillage.com, a
Web site that provides
resources for the non-profit
sector. It's the largest and
oldest Web site for the non-
profit sector in Canada.
She’s represented Peel,
Halton, York and Durham
for five years.

About two and a half
years ago she started a
networking group, called the
Non-profit Networking
Club, made up of local non-
profit groups to discuss
issues important to them.
They have 21 members now
and meet monthly, except
July and August, every
second Wednesday morning
at the Bolton library.

Foley has also worked for
the last three years as a
freelance photographer-
reporter with the Caledon
Enterprise.

She’s been married to
hushband Len for 16 years.
She has two sons: Jason, 33,
and Michael, 13. Jason is
married to Jacquie and they
have a daughter Julia, 2.

The nomination meeting
for the Green party in
Dufferin-Caledon is
Saturday, June 23 at 2 p.m.
at the Caledon Community
Complex in Caledon East.

This is Foley’s first time
running for a political
position.

“I’'m more than a little
disillusioned by the inertia
of our current political
|eaders with respect to the
environmental big picture,”
she explained. “Now that an
election is approaching a lot
of people are talking the talk
but not walking the walk.”

She thinks a passion for
the environment is a
requirement as is the ability
to listen to people.

She added they need to
reduce the dependency on
automobiles and stop
designing communities for
cars.

“We work one to two
days a week for our
vehicles,” she said. “There's
something wrong with that
picture.”

Foley has been voting
Green for many years. After
listening to Green party
national Leader Elizabeth
May in Orangeville in
February she was motivated
to take it to the next level.

“I feel very strongly
about their key values,” she
said.

The green party’s 10 key
values include sustainability,

social justice, grassroots
democracy, non-violence,
decentralization,
community-based
economics, gender equality,
diversity, personal and
global responsibility, and
ecological wisdom.

Foley said some issues
important to Dufferin-
Caledon include sustainable
growth, water issues, the
aggregate industry and
keeping the family farm
viable in order to maximize
local food production.

She strongly advocates
the proportional
representation system. In
May, Ontario’s first
Citizens’ Assembly
submitted a report to
government recommending
the province switch to a
proportional representation
voting system known as
Mixed Member
Proportional. The assembly,
made up of 103 randomly
chosen Ontario citizens, one
from each electoral district,
spent months learning,
consulting and deliberating
before bringing their
decision forward. As a
result, there will be a
referendum with the Oct. 10
provincia election to decide
if Ontario voters wish to
adopt the system.

“It's a very democratic
system that gives voters
strong local representation
while making sure that
parties win seats in
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proportion to their overall
voter support,” Foley said.
More about the system
and how the assembly came
to its recommendation can
be found at
www.citizensassembly.gov.o
n.ca and
www.fairvotecanada.org.

Anyone wishing to cast a
vote for the Dufferin-
Caledon nomination must
register with the Green party
by Friday, June 8. This can
be done online at
www.gpo.ca. Click on where
it says Join/Donate.

Foley believes she can

make a big difference.
“When an MPP goes to
Queen’'s Park hopefully they
don’t go alone,” she said.
“They go carrying the
concerns and opinions of the
people in their riding. And
most important, they act in
their best interests while

they are there. | will be
taking Green party values
into the legislature, a place
where, from my perspective,
they’re needed.”

Anyone wishing to voice
their concerns, can contact
Patti Foley at 905-951-0625
or patti @pattifoley.com.

Former councillor seeks Green Party nod

Former Orangeville town
councillor Rob Strang is
running for the provincial
Green Party nomination in
Dufferin-Caledon, which
will be held at 2 p.m., June
23 at the Caledon
Community Complex in
Caledon East.

Strang, 51, a resident of
Dufferin-Caledon since
1988, served on Orangeville
council from 2003 to 2006.
He also ran federdly for the
Greens in 2000, receiving
the third highest votes of
any Green Party candidate
in Ontario.

A strong advocate for
improving the local tax
base, during his term on
council Strang fought hard
to limit the pace of
residential development and
bring more jobs into the
community.

“With more employment
opportunities closer to
home, not only would the
residential tax rate improve,
but fewer people would
have to commute, which is
better for families and for
the environment, improving

the quality of life for the
entire community,” he said.
Other council priorities
for Strang were to control
costs by limiting municipal
borrowing, initiate long term
financial planning for
Orangeville, improve the
efficiency of Orangeville's
public transit system and
ensure developers included
as much green space as
provincial law permits. As
an elected MPP, he would
lobby hard to increase the

mandatory parkland
allocation in new
developments.

Protection of the Credit
River watershed is also a
concern. He supported
upgrading Orangeville’s
stormwater management
system to improve the
quality of water being
discharged downstream to
Caledon and opposed the
expansion of Orangeville's
sewage treatment plant.

Although he found the
work rewarding, too often
Strang felt his hands were
tied by provincial policies
and regulations. For

example, he thinks
developers have too much
influence and can impose
development regardless of
the impact on a community.

“All too often, citizens
and municipalities lose to
developers at the Ontario
Municipal Board because
provincial policies blatantly
favour unsustainable and
inefficient development.

“In a similar fashion,
provincial policies permit
the aggregates industry to
build pits and quarries
without fully compensating
for the damage to roads and
to individuals, quality of
life.”

Over the last 15 years, he
says, the other parties have
squandered the opportunity

to control growth. “None of
them have a vision for a
prosperous future where our
children will have a quality
of life equal to or better than
our own. The Green Party is
the only party championing

efficient, sustainable
communities with a stable
tax base.”

To ensure that he has the
freedom to represent the
people, Strang will continue
his practise of not accepting
campaign contributions
from developers or any
other special interest group.

Anyone interested should
join the Green Party of
Ontario before June 8 by
going to
www.greenparty.on.ca.

HAGAN TREE SERVICE

* PRUNING ¢ PLANTING « REMOVAL * STUMPING
AWARD WINNING
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
FULLY INSURED — CONSULTING

NEW TECUMSETH
- . BOB HAGAN, I.S.A. 1-905-936-2876
i == CERTIFIED ARBORIST 416-230-3184

Est. 1979

.-

crown

Driveways ¢ Interlocking * Concrete » Excavation  Farms

Charlie Spano
Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283

AVING LTD.

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

Oakville: 905-337-7283

TRIPLE MIX
BLACK MULCH

To order call
905-584-2788

MOODY CONSTRUCTION
& TOPSOILS

CALEDON EAST, ONTARIO
Superior Quality Shredded Topsoil

NATURAL MULCH

SPRING HOURS
Mon - Fri
8 am - 4:30 pm
Y- 1
8am-1pm
NO PICK-UP

DELIVERY ONLY
TO

Caledon East,
Bolton, Palgrave,

Cedar Mills,
Caledon &
Surrounding Areas

lawn-Boy Trade-in Sale

Hodel : 10697

Get up to $100 offl

Trade-in your old lawnmower regardless of condition,

and you will receive up to $100 off the price of a new

Lawn-Boy Gold Insight™ Series or Commercial Series mower.

TRADE-IN SALE
EXTENDED
TO JUNE 30TH 2007

LAWNBOY,

designed to fit you'

(Tl

CLARK MODRE MTORS

15A Fisherman Drive, Unit 18, Brampton
(905) 846-2511

* Limit one trade-in per customer. Up to $100 trade-in value for your old Lawn-Boy or
$50 for any non-Lawn-Boy mower. Promotion runs April 1 through June 30, 2007.
See dealers for promotion and financing details.




